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Best Boer Goat, Kalahari Red and Savanna Breeders
It's always exciting to start a news letter with highlights. Congratulations to Josef Kleynhans and
Koenie Kotzé with new record prices. Congratulations also to the Buyers on the purchase of
outstanding animals.
Unfortunately, there is also the sadness of tributes that is inevitable in life. Furthermore, we focus on
shows, auctions and general practice. We all aim for successful, well-managed farming, but what is
the deﬁnition of this?
Economically speaking, a well-managed farm is one that constantly makes a bigger proﬁt than
similarly structured farms in the same geographical area. Because external macroeconomic factors,
such as price, often aﬀect an entire industry, it is important that a farm's proﬁts are compared relative
to an industry, and not just assessed on an individual level. In this way, individual management skills
can be identiﬁed during exceptionally prosperous and weak times.
Enjoy reading!

New SA record price for a
Kalahari Red ram! Josef
Kleynhans of Dhidejak Boer and
Kalahari Red stud recently sold
the ram, Arragon, to Benchmark
Boerbok stud & Kalahari Reds for
a record price of R230 000. The
ram was sold out of hand.
Arragon was bred from Kabib and
according to the new owner,
Arragon's mother, 16273, is a top
class show and breeding ewe.

New SA record price for a
Savanna stud ewe and lamb!
Koenie Kotzé sells the
beautiful animals to Andrew
Robberts during the Red Gold
Auction held on 30th April 2022
at Bona Bona.

TRIBUTE TO SYCE
BOTHA
Life is like an unwritten
book. The pages are clean,
when the Lord God gives
them to us. We write and
there will be chapters that
we would like to read again,
others that we would like to
change, or even not want to
read again.
Globally, we only get one
opportunity to write before
this saying will come true:
"In order to ﬂy, you have to
give up the ground you are
standing on." (Elie Wiesel)
The year was 1960, the
town of Somerset East. The
weather icy-cold, with an
incredible icy rain. I visited
the men's clothing store and
bought long pants!
The ﬁrst day of my Junior
Boer Goat course started,
the people were friendly and
jovial! Especially the young
man who due to his many
commitments to make the
course run smoothly for us
had to run around. Still, he
remained calm, greeted and
treated everyone kindly. It
made a big impression on
me, which has grown and
strengthened over the
years. That young man was
Pieter Syce Botha, a
founding member and ﬁrst
Secretary of this youthful
new Breeders' Association.
In the 22 years that he was
Secretary, he has helped
put this shaky organization
on solid ground and built it
into this viable, growing
organization of which we
are proud today!
During the years we served
on the Council together, as
well as the years before and
after, there was still
interaction, friendship and
mutual respect between us.

I got to know him as
purposeful, courteous and
humble.
Syce was in business
transactions, as a friend and
with human relations sincere
and honest. The hospitality
that Una and I received from
them was precious to us.
The recognition he received
as Lifetime Honor Vice
President was well
deserved.
Pieter Syce was widely
known for his wit and sense
of humor which made him a
popular conversation
partner.
As a judge and course
presenter, Syce was
impartial with a brilliant
knowledge of the breed. He
was, to the best of my
knowledge, the only
remaining founding member
of our breeders society.
Furthermore, he was one of
the three oldest board
members who served on the
Board and was alive. (If my
memory fails me here, I
apologize.)
That we could often cross
paths was a great honor and
privilege for me. Brian Tracy
also expresses my feelings
when he writes: "An attitude
of positive expletation, is the
mark of the superior
personality."
There are many more
positives to write about, but
how do you articulate
everything that can be said
about such a talented
person.
Finally, a word of thanks to
Syce .... and:
HE LOVED THE S.A.
BOERBOK.
Izak Vorster
President of SABGBA 2001 2007

Tribute to Pedrie
Wannenburg Born January 2, 1981 in
Nelspruit, died April 22,
2022 at the age of 41, in
Houston, Texas.
In November 2002,
Wannenburg made his ﬁrst test
appearance for the Springboks
against France. He narrowly
missed selection to the
victorious South Africa squad
for the 2007 Rugby World Cup.
He had 20 caps for the
Springboks
Wannenburg made his
provincial debut in 2001 against
the Golden Lions. In 2002 Wannenburg made his Super Rugby debut against the ACT Brumbies.
Wannenburg was the ﬁrst player to play 100 games for the Blue Bulls and also 99 consecutive games for
the Bulls. He won three Super Rugby titles with the Bulls in 2007, 2009 and 2010, as well as ﬁve Currie
Cups, and became their most capped player with 114 Super Rugby appearances.
In June 2010, he decided to take on a new challenge with
Ulster in Ireland competing in the Heineken Cup and Pro12.
He played in Ulster's 2012 Heineken Cup Final defeat to
Leinster. While at Ulster, he married Evette and the couple
had two children, a daughter Isabelle, followed by a son,
François in 2013. He left Ulster at the end of the 2011–2012
season and signed a two-year contract with French side
Castres.
Wannenburg was a consistent performer for the Bulls
during a golden age of Super Rugby from 2001-2010 and
played 20 times for the Boks.
The ﬂanker moved to Ulster in 2010 for a stint before heading to Castres and then Oyonnax in France
before making the switch to America.
He died on 22 April 2022 in Houston, Texas, US, after his car was struck while at an intersection by a
vehicle driven by a 16-year-old who was trying to evade a police stop. His wife and children were all in the
car at the time. His son sustained life-threatening injuries.
“Pedrie was a legend of the game and one of the nicest guys you could ever meet. Thoughts are with his
wife Evette and his young kids. #RIP.
Our deepest sympathy to Callie, and the Wannenburg family. We mourn with you.

Augsburg Agricultural gymnasium
6 March2022
Agriculture: Augsburg is proud to announce that our boer goat stud has ﬁnally been registered. The
Augsburg Scholars Boer goat Stud's stud number is 1986 and we are
already providing the community with better genetics and getting
premiums on our sales. Traceability, better management, better record
keeping and the fact that we are registered breeders add a lot of value to
Augsburg's goats. Adding value is currently an important concept in
agricultural training.
We would like to thank the Western Cape Boer Goat Club for the ewes
you donated, as well as the Agricultural Youth Foundation who created
the opportunity for us to start a stud.
Thanks also to Mac Jordaan who taught our Grade 11 learners how the
registration and inspection processes work, as well as how to apply good
selection.
#WesternCapeBoerGoatClub #ForTheLoveOfAgriculture

Your safety: MANGO gives advice!
• Ensure sufcient security, e.g. burglar bars, alarm
system, security doors and
safety fence.
• Your phone / cellphone is your best friend - know all
emergency numbers.
• Do not leave your garage, front or rear door fully or
partially open. This is an invitation for burglars.
• Never leave keys in doors. Make sure your doors are
locked at all times.
• Never open doors for anyone in good faith. First ask
who it is and what he / she wants. A peephole in the
front and back door helps you identify the person.
• If your home is broken into, replace the locks as
soon as possible.
YOUR PREPARATION IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
LIFE AND DEATH!

Presented by Vleissentraal Bosveld Auctioner: Stefan Greyling
The Most Expensive Boer Goat Buck on the sale was Lot 13, Sold by Johnny Henderson for
R39,000-00.
3 x other bucks sold for R36,000-00.
The Most Expensive Boer Goat Doe on the sale
was Lot 45, Sold by Ruan Mans for R25,000-00 to Malose Phosa.
Congratulations to all the breeders & buyers!

Principles of Good Farming
Ron Macher oﬀers tips to help turn your farm into a proﬁtable
business. Whether you’re buying a new farm or jump-starting an old
one, this expert advice will keep you on the path to success.
PRINCIPLE: Avoid debt.
Dealing with bankers is like selling through a middleman. The farmer makes less proﬁt because he
has to pay interest and principal. Start-up debt is OK if you can pay at least 20 percent (preferably 50
percent) on the land and stretch the payments out as low and as long as possible with no
prepayment penalty when you have a good year. For all other projects, grow into the enterprise
rather than borrowing into it. The principle is to avoid debt as much as you can and to make
payments in line with farm production ups and downs.
PRINCIPLE: Keep costs down.
Whenever you try something new in the way of crops or livestock, do it on a small scale and grow
into it while learning.
PRINCIPLE: Do things on time.
Accomplishing tasks on time is an important principle of farming that requires your labor and
machinery requirements to match. Fields are best sized to what you can do in one day. You can drive
only one tractor or tiller at a time. Timing is important because of the seasonal and cyclical nature of
farming.

Principle: Plan your farm to minimize labor.
Work can be minimized by planning your farm layout wisely. Run a travel lane with access to crop
ﬁelds and pastures down the middle of your farm, to allow for eﬃcient movement of livestock and
machinery; create square or rectangular ﬁelds to maximize the eﬃciency of your machinery; and plan
placement of sheds and gardens for best access from the house and ﬁelds to save time and energy.
If you are raising herd-type animals, maintain several animals whenever possible. Herds of animals
are more content than are one or two animals, who are always wanting to rejoin the main herd.
Uniform bunches of animals enable you to creep-feed lambs on higher-quality forage than is needed
for the ewes. Remember that culling is important.
PRINCIPLE: Keep good records.
It’s essential to keep careful ﬁnancial and performance records. One of the most important things you
need to know is the cost of production for each enterprise. It is nice to know ewe No. 29 had triplets
for the last three years. It is nicer to know that it cost “X” Rand of feed for the ewe and “Y” Rand for
the lambs, and the cost of the pasture, hay, equipment, and so on, allotted to her was so many cents
per pound, because now you know what price you need to sell at to be proﬁtable.
PRINCIPLE: Learn basic veterinary skills and tasks.
Without a doubt, livestock bring their owners great joy and happiness. There’s nothing like the
peaceful feeling of watching your animals graze at sunrise, laughing at a new lamb frolicking, or the
satisfaction of putting good, wholesome food on the table. But, along with owning livestock comes a
great responsibility to do all we can to practice good animal husbandry and ensure their health and
welfare.
Principle: Learn stockman skills, and keep gentle livestock.
Stockman skills are also important, but you may not be able to learn them in school. Talk to someone
in the business and see what he or she knows, or read books and magazines. A basic example is
knowing where to stand when herding cattle/goats — standing in a place in their ﬁeld of view saves
time in herding and reduces the animals’ stress level. Research has shown that gentle livestock
reproduce and grow faster and better than do wild, nervous animals. But there are other reasons that
gentle livestock are important. If you have a pet cow or ewe, for instance, one that will always come
to a feed bucket when you call, that animal will help you move your livestock from one pasture to the
next or into the working corral area with minimal trouble. They’ll also bring the herd in for a close
visual inspection for new babies, bad eyes, sickness, or other problems. Being around your animals,
patting and scratching them, and observing all help keep them gentle. Using a treat like cattle cubes
or an ear of corn also speeds along the process.
PRINCIPLE: Have a good water system, and save as much water as you can.
A good water system for livestock is essential. It is better if your livestock can go to the water, instead
of you hauling it to them. Your own pond or lake with a submersible pump and plastic pipe makes life
more pleasant for you and your livestock.
Water can be stored in ponds and in the soil itself. For instance, if your soil is 4 to 5 percent organic
matter, it can absorb 4 to 6 inches of rain per hour without erosion, which would cause runoﬀ. If your
organic matter is only about 2 percent, your soil can absorb less inches of rain per hour.
And ﬁnally, some advice for you to practice on yourself:
• Be disciplined.
• Don’t procrastinate.
• Practice scheduled, eﬃcient, and productive work habits.
• Keep a positive attitude.
• Be happy.
Food for thought
Learning the basic principles of farming will provide you with the tools needed to run a
successful operation. Though all of the principles here are important, the most important
ones are the last few mentioned. A positive, happy attitude and a disciplined approach to
problem solving will make your goals easier to obtain.

Breeders: Wiep Joubert 082 771 1372
Desré Ferreira 083 440 9309
Auctioneer: Theuns Visser
Left: Most expensive ram
sold by Wiep Joubert to
Jabra van Wyk for
R60 000. (Lot 11 JJ20010)
Most expensive ewe sold
by Wiep Joubert to Jabra
van Wyk for R20 000. (Lot
44 - JJ21-26
Most expensive
commercial ewe sold by
Johan Pretorius (on behalf
of Lood Pretorius for R13
000 each to Anada Smit &
Anike le Roux of Agrimark, Vryburg

‘'Fertility is the most important trait when selecting
animals to be included in the ﬂock. An ewe (doe)
that does not produce a kid, is a passenger and
an expense''
DESRE FERREIRA - Ghaapseberg Boerbok

BOERBOKKLUB

Presented by CdP Auctioneering Services
Auctioneer: Corné du Plessis - 12 March 2022, Pretoria

The sellers proudly presented good quality animals. The auction was well attended from the ﬂoor and
online. Registrations online of 71 and 42 on the ﬂoor.
The most expensive animals:
Savannas:
Tat Scholtz sold the most expensive animal on the sale. His ewe, lot 61 sold for R 45 000.00 to
Andrew Robberts from Hertzogville.
Tat sold the most expensive ram, lot 22, for R 14 000.00 to Vusi Khoza.
Kalahari Reds:
Dhidejack, Josef Kleynhans sold the most expensive ram online for R 35 000.00 to Patrick Malope.
The most expensive ewes was sold for R 35 000.00. Lot 103 by Dhidejack Kalahari Reds, Josef
Kleynhans and lot 62 and 63 was sold by Myl 50, Henk en Carla Pretorius.
Lot 103 buyer was Patrick Malope.
Lot 62 & 63 buyer was Ratelpost Kalahari Reds, Nico Prinsloo from Stilbaai.
Boergoats:
Joubert Fourie’s ram, lot 8, sold for R 37 500 online to Hennie and Elrike Enslin from Zeerust.
Koati Boerbokstoet ram, lot 18 , sold for R 37 500 online to Abdulaziz Youzef from Kuwait
The most expensive ewe was lot 60 of Salmon Van Huysteen, that sold for R 35 000.00 to Wim van
der End Boerdery, Brits.
CDP Auctioneering Services contacts:
Corné Du Plessis: 076 101 9996 (Auctioneer)
Average:
Item name
Amount:
Boer goat comm ewe
13
Boer goat pregnant comm ewe 44
Boer goat comm ewe and lamb 2
Boer goat stud ewe
4
Boer goat pregnant stud ewe
20
Boer goat stud ewe & 2 lambs
1
Boer goat stud ewe and lamb
2
Boer goat commercial ram
5
Boer goat stud ram
4
Kalahari red comm ewes
2
Kalahari red pregnant comm ewe 6
Kalahari red stud ewe
1
Kalahari red pregnant stud ewe 1
Kalahari red PS stud ram
1
Kalahari red commercial ram
1
Savanna commercial ewe
1
Savanna stud ewe
3
Savanna commercial ram
2

Most expensive
R14 000
R18 000
R12 000
R14 000
R35 000
R25 000
R10 000
R36 000
R37 500
R35 000
R14 000
R35 000
R35 000
R35 000
R16 000
R12 500
R45 000
R14 000

Average
R8 384
R7 863
R10 000
R12 875
R14 200
R25 000
R9 000
R18 200
R24 500
R32 500
R11 083
R35 000
R35 000
R35 000
R16 000
R12 500
R31 666
R13 500

The secret to proﬁtability rests on a few pillars:
1. Produce the best roughage that the year's rainfall allows you.
2. Farm with nature.
3 Use the best genetics (type) possible to utilize this roughage eﬀectively.
4. Stocking rate is one of the biggest drivers of proﬁtability.
5. Use management rather than money to deal with the challenges.

Transport of small stock
Few points to consider when transpor ng livestock.
Before the animals can
get on the vehicle or
wagon, the following
things must be in place:
Vehicle or wagon must
be in good running
condi on. You can not
aﬀord it to break down
along the way.
Paperwork
◦ License discs
Removal cer ﬁcate
When animals go out of
your farm gate, they
“must” be branded and /
or ta ooed.
Freight insurance.
Avoid gaps where legs
get stuck and or break.
The bowl where animals
stand must be a safe
environment.
Floor must have carpet
in so that animals do not
slip.
For long distances when
animals lie down, it is
important to try to keep
animals clean. Manure
and urine must be able
to drain.A shu er mat or
thick bedding works well.
Bars must be high and
strong enough that they
cannot break and or
animals can jump out.
VENTILATION &
Temperature
Humans are so prone to
overprotec ng animals.
Rain, cold with the wind
factor dropping the
sensible temperature
dras cally.
Chances that the animals
are transported in cold
wet weather

to contract pneumonia is high.
Enough space per animal.
Remember that over long distances it is advisable
to carry food and water
with you for emergencies.
Especially show and stud
animals are transported in
the most beau ful vehicles
and wagons with canopies
and or canvas sails.
Evaluate your own vehicle
and wagon.
◦ See if you can keep your
hand on the roof that
stands in the sun?
◦ Then just get in the car or
vehicle for a while and
decide for yourself if you
are comfortable.
◦ You will get the answer
immediately.
Factors that cause heat to
build up:
◦ Direct sun.
. Poor ven la on.
◦ Road is hot and heat is
accumula ng from below.
◦ Animal body heat.
A few windows and
ven la on holes are not
suﬃcient most of the me.
Ammonia gases also build
up in poorly ven lated
environments.
The golden rule is to
protect animals, but also s
to create a comfortable
environment. A wellven lated space is crucial.
Enough ven la on holes,
large windows and or sides
that can roll up completely.
Because remember, if
vehicle is sta onary, there
must s ll be good
ven la on.
White roofs are also much
cooler.
Safe travel!
Corné du Plessis
076 101 9996
Oﬃce 078 633 6648 or
078 776 7231
cdp@cdpauc oneers.co.za

Presented by CDP Auctioneers
Corné du Plessis

Most expensive Kalahari red stud ram sold for R25 000
Most expensive Kalahari red pregnant ewe sold for 37 500
Most expensive Savanna stud ram sold for R40 000
Most expensive Savanna stud ewe and lamb sold for R60 000

Most expensive Kalahari Red ram of Bonisa
sold for R25 000.00 to PJ Snyman.

Lot 28 of Armaleo sold for R 37 500.00. Fltr:
Corne Du Plessis, PW Van Heerden, Rule & MJ
Ernst, Armand & Sarien De Vos.

Lot 32 sold for R37 500.00.
From left is the sellers Alida & CW Dreyer with
the buyer, Koenie Kotze.

From left is the buyer Hennie Enslin, PW van
Heerden, Koenie Kotze, Elrika Enslin and Corné
Du Plessis.

Northern Cape Club regional championships
Boer goat Judges: Johan Strauss, Joubert Fourie en Andries Volgraaﬀ
Ring Stewards: Salmon van Huyssteen en Hennie van Niekerk
Junior Champion ewe:
Junior Champion ram:
Connie Coetzee: 21-50
Lukas Burger: 21-143
Reserve Junior Champion ewe:
Reserve Junior Champion ram:
Hein Booysen: 21-277
Lukas Burger: 21-605
Senior Champion ram:
Lukas Burger: 20-208
Reserve Senior Champion ram:
Lukas Burger: 21-81

Senior Champion ewe:
Lukas Burger: 18-24
Reserve Senior Champion ewe:
Lukas Burger: 20-1032

Grand Champion ram:
Lukas Burger: 20-208
Reserve Grand Champion ram:
Lukas Burger: 21-143

Grand Champion ewe:
Lukas Burger: 18-24
Reserve Grand Champion ewe:
Connie Coetzee: 21-50

Junior rams

Junior ewes

Grand champion rams and ewes
Breeder of champions: Lukas Burger
Most points: Lukas Burger
Savanna Judges: Casper Byleveld
Savanna uitslae:
and Bennie Jordaan
Savanna results:
Junior Champion ewe:
Koenie Kotzé
Junior Champion ram:
Reserve Junior Champion ewe:
Koenie Kotzé
Tattie Scholtz
Reserve Junior Champion ram:
Tattie Scholtz
Senior Champion ewe:
Koenie Kotzé
Senior Champion ram:
Reserve Senior Champion ewe:
Tattie Scholtz
Koenie Kotzé
Reserve Senior Champion ram:
Tattie Scholtz
Grand Champion ewe:
Koenie Kotzé
Grand Champion ram:
Reserve Grand Champion ewe:
Tattie Scholtz
Koenie Kotzé
Reserve Grand Champion ram:
Koenie Kotzé

Fouche Blignaut: 082 492 7388
Francois Bouwer: 082 924 9419
Lukas Burger: 082 856 1458
Abraham Burger: 082 794 7907
Presented by
Vleissentraal Bosveld
Auctioneer:
Craig le Roux
082 808 7747

Most expensive ram, lot 80 was sold by Lukas Burger for R80 000 to Anton Bothma.
Most expensive ewe, lot 72, was sold by Shongololo Boer goat stud for R45 000 to Sherokee Boer
goat stud.

Teamwork
Coming together is a beginning
Keeping together is progress
Working together is success
Henry Ford

BOSVELD course

The annual Bosveld boerbokklub Junior and the ﬁrst Senior course was held at Goedgedacht
Wedding Venue that is also the home of Shongololo Boerbok Stoet‼️
It was goats, goats and more goats.
A special word of thanks to the 4 judges of the SA Boerboktelersvereniging / SA Boer Goat Breeders'
Society who took the time from their busy schedules to transfer and share their knowledge, who
inspired a new generation and had to answer a lot of questions. Words can not express our sincere
gratitude.
Our senior course judges were Josef Kleynhans Dhidejak Boergoats and Lukas Burger
The course leaders for the Juniors were Joubert Fourie and Ivan Van Heerden.
A very special thanks to Fouchè Blignaut for his exceptional team and the ﬁrst class venue to
accommodate all the students!
We highly appreciate your professionalism, all the goats that we got to judge and the delicious food.
Then to all the students and farmers who attended the courses, may the knowledge that you gained
be of fundumental value and carry your studs to new hights!
"A true teacher would never tell you what to do. But he would give you the knowledge with which you
could decide what would be best for you to do."- Christopher Pike
Next year we do the same.

Goat Anatomy: The digestive system

The reticulum is in front of and below the

Goats are ruminants, which means that they rumen, near the liver; the reticulum and the
have four stomach compartments and part of rumen work together to initially break down
their digestive process includes regurgitating

the food. Rumen contractions push the

partially digested food and chewing it, called

smaller particles of partially digested food

ruminating. This kind of digestive system

into the rumen and heavier pieces into the

needs a plant-based diet.

reticulum. Then the reticulum contracts and

Understanding a goat’s digestive system and

sends the partially digested food into the

how it works helps you keep your herd

mouth as a cud for chewing.

healthy and identify potential problems.

This process continues until the pieces are

The goat stomach consists of three

small enough to pass through to the

forestomachs — the rumen, reticulum, and

omasum. The reticulum also catches harmful

omasum — and a true stomach, the

things, such as wire or nails, that a goat

abomasum. The forestomachs are responsible

accidentally swallows.

for grinding and digesting hay, with the help
of bacteria. The last compartment, the

After fermentation and rumination break

abomasum, is similar to the human stomach

down the roughage, it moves through the

and digests most proteins, fats, and

reticulum to the omasum, where enzymes

carbohydrates.

further digest it. The omasum has long tissue

Each stomach compartment has a different

folds whose function is to help remove fluid

function, and they all work together:

and decrease the size of food particles that

The rumen is the largest of the

come out of the rumen.

forestomachs, with a 1- to 2-gallon capacity. The abomasum is the only compartment that
It is a large fermentation vat that has

produces digestive enzymes. It completes the

bacteria living in it. These microorganisms

next step in the digestive process of food

break down roughage, such as hay. Then the

that forestomachs partially broke down. The

goat regurgitates the partially broken-down

abomasum handles the primary digestion of

material, chews it as a cud, and swallows it.

grain and milk, which don’t need rumen

This repetitive process, rumination, creates

bacteria to be digested. The products of this

methane gas as a byproduct. Methane is the

part of digestion pass into the intestine for

cause of the strong-smelling belches that you

final breakdown, separating waste products

can expect from a goat with a healthy

from usable fats and proteins.

rumen. A goat that can’t belch has bloat.
The rumen action also creates heat, much like
a compost pile, which helps a goat stay
warm.

CENTRAL INLAND BOER GOAT CLUB SHOW - APRIL 2022
LICHTENBURG (JUDGES: Albert van Zyl & Kenneth Hamlett)
Junior Champion ram:
Top Circle 21-04
Reserve Junior Champion ram:
Top Circle 21-09

Junior Champion ewe:
Top Circle 21-30
Reserve Junior Champion ewe:
Rotsveld Boerbokstoet 21-02

Senior Champion ram:
Suzanne van Dyk 21-1
Reserve Senior Champion ram:
Suzanne van Dyk 20 133

Senior Champion ewe:
Sonskyn Boerbokstoet 16-147
Reserve Senior Champion ewe:
Hartsrots Boerbokstoet 19-009

Grand Champion ram:
Top Circle 21-04
Reserve Grand Champion ram:
Top Circle 21-09

Grand Champion ewe:
Sonskyn Boerbokstoet 16-147
Reserve Grand Champion ewe:
Top Circle 21-30

For everyone who visited the impressive John Deere stall during Nampo!
Did you know?

John Deere has never seen a tractor in his life!
In 1837, John Deere developed and manufactured the ﬁrst commercially successful cast steel
plow. He died in 1886.
The plow with a wrought iron frame had a polished steel shear. This made the plow ideal for
the hard ground of the American Midwest and worked better than other plows that broke in
that type of soil all the time.
Early in 1838 he completed his ﬁrst steel plow and sold it to a local farmer, Lewis Crandall,
and the news of the success of Deere's plow spread rapidly. Consequently, two neighbors
placed orders with him. By 1841 he was making between 75 and 100 plows a year.
Well, the rest is history. We think that Uncle John never in his wildest dreams thought that his
initial initiative with the plow would result in a respected well-being in the global agricultural
industry.
Source: www.wikipidia.com

Breeding to improve animal production entails the upgrading or
improvement of a breed in respect of speciﬁc characteristics.
An expert explains how to do this.
Animals that have poor characteristics shouldn’t be used for breeding, but those that have good
characteristics should be retained as parents for the next generation of livestock. Improvement which
results from breeding is not always immediately obvious, but is permanent.
• Improvement is best achieved by using superior rams.
• The ram contributes half of the production characteristics of each lamb (progeny).
• Because one ram services 30 to 50 ewes a season, his contribution to the total progeny is
considerable.
• The ram’s contribution to the total progeny of 50 ewes is 50% and that of one ewe (out of a
total of 30 to 50 ewes) is only 1%. If one mates poor ewes with good rams every year, the progeny
will, after 4 generations, have virtually all the characteristics of the ram. The generation interval for
sheep is between 4 and 5 years.
ENSURE PROGRESS THROUGH BREEDING
It cannot be stressed enough that you should use only the best animals for breeding. It is, however,
not possible to select for several characteristics at the same time, so choose a speciﬁc characteristic
and select the animals accordingly. Animals that do not display this characteristic must be culled,
slaughtered or sold. About half the ewe lambs should be kept for breeding each year. Weaning age
is the right time to select the animals in terms of body mass.
Old ewes (8 years, or after 6 lambing seasons), as well as those that have udder problems or other

obvious defects, must be culled. Select characteristics for their economic value:
• In mutton sheep and Boer goats, meat production and reproduction are important.
• In milk goats, milk production and reproductionare important.
• In wool sheep the most important characteristics are wool production, wool quality (ﬁbre thickness)
and reproduction. It must be possible to measure the characteristic for which selection is being done.
A producer who wishes to breed good mutton sheep should, therefore, have a scale to determine the
mass of the animals during selection.
TRANSFER OF CHARACTERISTICS TO PROGENY
Not all characteristics for which the farmer selects, are passed on to the progeny with equal success.
Certain characteristics such as the production of meat, wool and milk have a high inheritance rate,
but fertility has a low one. Animals to be used for breeding should be selected according to strong
inherited characteristics. During selection those animals with serious defects such as too few teats,
inverted teats, weak mouth, back or legs are culled ﬁrst. Animals that have good characteristics are
then selected from the remaining ones.
INBREEDING
Inbreeding occurs when animals which are too closely related (family) are used for breeding.
Inbreeding often results in weak progeny.
• When animals of non-related lines are used, it is called hybrid vigour and the progeny usually
have better production characteristics.
• The hybrid vigour, however, only applies to the hybrid generation and will not be transferred to
their progeny.
• To limit inbreeding, rams should not be used in
the same free-ranging ﬂock for more than 2
breeding seasons.
• After 2 breeding seasons the ram usually
interacts with its own progeny.
• Newly-bought rams should replace one-third of the rams every year. The general principle with
regard to selection and breeding is that the progeny of animals usually give an average performance.
A few perform exceptionally well or exceptionally poor. The exceptionally good animals are selected
for breeding.
Written by: Prof. Tertius Brand
Source: www.africanfarming.com/small-stock-productionsheep-goats-make-breeding-selections/

Finding the limits of THE POSSIBLE IS
by going beyond them into the impossible
Friendly greetings until next time.
Michelle

